Dear Hannah Challenge #5

E-6  Sequoyah’s Horse

        Now, folks, how much easier do you want?<G>  Even rotary cutting is a 

        snap. 

Rotary Cutting

A. Cutting Instructions

1) Background

a) two - 1.5 X 2.25 inches

b) two - 1 X 5 inches

2) Dark Print: two – 1 X 5 inches

3) Medium Print

a) one – 1.5 inch square

b) two – 1.25 X 5 inches

B. Assembly

1) Lay the block out with right sides facing you

2) Assemble the center strip by sewing the two pieces of

background to the center square

3) Chain the three remaining sets of strips and sew to the 

center strip

                                      4)   Press

A-3         Dragon Tail

               This is a good block to practice a new technique, such as Linda        

               Hershfield’s method for circles, diamonds and melons.  She has                    

               graciously given me permission to reprint her letter in this weeks’       

               Challenge.

               I was taught to do circles by making a template out of mylar plastic, or
             thin cardboard, or oaktag or anything similar in weight and that can be
             ironed. I trace the circle on one of the above, and cut it out and I punch a
             hole right in the center. 

             I use an emery board to smooth all the edges.
             Note: What you see on your template is what you get on your circle.
             Lay the circle on the wrong side of your fabric and cut out leaving                     

             approx. a 3/8 inch seam allowance.
             Then knot a piece of thread.......any color will do (it won't
             show)......and take a small running stitch around the circle close to the            

              edge without fraying it.
             Next,  put your circle back in the center of the fabric and pull.........pull
             tight but not tight enough to break the thread.  Turn over the fabric
             and see if your circle is nice and smooth.  If not, then just pull a little
             more.   Then take the piece to your iron and press nice and firm.  I
             then use Magic Sizing on the back and press again.

             Now I take the end of a paintbrush or a chopstick and place it in the
             hole that I punched and pull out the template.  At this point, you might         

             have to slightly pull your thread again but your circle should be as close                  

             to perfect as it can get.

             Backstitch once or twice so the thread won't move at this point.
              Then place it on your piece and applique.
             I have been using this method for melons, diamonds, hearts (I skip the
             "v" and just needle turn that) but it works well.  At least the bottom point
             is a good one.  I've also used this method on ovals, and a few irregular     

             Shaped pieces.          

            Just practice a few times and I'm sure you'll get the hang of it and you
            will then know if you like this method or not.  It has definitely
            improved my applique!”

            Thank you Hersheybar, for sharing your method with us!

            Have fun making these two blocks!

