

                                       Dear Hannah Challenge #3

J-3  Emily Ann’s Treasure

Emily Ann’s Treasure gives more practice in making half-square triangles  The Jane Way. The center diamond also invites more “cut it big and whack it off.”

These instructions are for machine piecing. If someone foundation pieces, please contribute your method. When I am deciding how to make a block, I look at then center section and build the block from there.

I. Cutting Instructions

A. Background

1) Two squares 2.75 inches (half-square triangles)

2) Two strips 1 X 10 inches

3) Two squares 1.5 inches, cross cut on one diagonal

B. Dark print - one strip 1 X 10 inches

C. Medium print – one square 1.5 inches (you may want to make this out of your background; choose)

II. Unit Construction

A. Center 

1) Sew two of the 1.5 inch triangles to opposite sides of the square (stitch the long side<G>); press seam out; repeat with the other two triangles.

2) Trim the center square to two inches 

B. Stripes on sides

1) Sew 1 X 10 background strips to each side of the print strip;

Press seams toward the print

2) Straighten the strip and cross-cut it into four 2-inch

                     squares

C. Corner half-square triangles

This is a repeat of Challenge #2:

Note: Half square triangles are made by adding 1-1/4 inches to finished size for cutting squares. This is Jane Math. Regular Math says you add

7/8 inch to finished size for cutting squares. We want to be able to trim to size.

1. Press one square  dark Print  and one square Background together

2. Draw a diagonal on the background piece with a pencil

3. Stitch on each side of the diagonal using a quarter-inch seam allowance

4. Cut along diagonal pencil line and you have two half square triangles

5. Press seam allowance to the Print and trim half-squares to 2 inches

6. Repeat steps 1-5 for the other pair of triangles

III. Block Assembly

Lay block out with the nine-sections facing you. First sew the three rows. I like to chain stitch all of these, challenging myself to do it all with one long seam, (leaning off and cutting pieces from the back of the chain as I need them
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After stitching the three rows, press. Press the top and bottom row seams to the center. Press the center row seams toward the outside-away from the center block. Now stitch these two rows together by putting your pressed seams against each other. Press from the back. I press in the direction the seams tend to lay, then turn block over and press from the front. Perfect!

H-10 Posey Posey

A. Stem and Leaf

1) You may choose to make the stem and leaf as one unit. The instructions are the same for pattern:  just trace on freezer paper and cut out the piece(s).

2) Lay your background fabric on the pattern and make four pencil marks: the tip of the leaf, the spot where it joins the stem and the top and bottom of the stem

3) Place the stem and leaf and stitch them down

B. Posies 

            As you may know, I do needleturn appliqué, mostly without freezer                             

            paper on the top. Linda Hershey (Hersheybar) is generous in sharing her 

            method of making ‘yo-yo’s’ for more accurate appliqué. You may also iron 

            the freezer paper to the back of your fabric, turn the seam allowance over 

            it and baste front, fp and seam allowance down. Right before you finish

            the circle appliqué, remove the fp from the back and close the circle. Some

            people leave the fp in and after stitching, cut a slit in the background and 

            remove the paper. Since there are three circles here,, perhaps you want to 

            try one of each method…

1) Center of Posies – using a Pigma pen, draw three circles on the center fabric: 2- 5/8 inch and 1- 7/16. Cut out the circles, 

Leaving about 1/8-inch seam allowance

2) Draw three circles on your posey fabric(s): 1-1-5/8 –inch, 

1-1-7/8 inch and 1- 2 inches.  Cut out the circles, leaving 1/8-inch seam allowance. Make a dot in the center of each circle for the placement of the center. 

3) Match the centers and posies as follows:

a. Center 7/16 to 1-5/8 inch circle 

b. Centers 5/8 inch to the 1-7/8 inch and 2 inch circles

4) Appliqué the Circles

Stitch the small centers to the Posies first and then the Posies to 

The background.

In needleturn, your tools are your thumb and first finger  in one hand and the needle in the other. I bring my thread up in the circle to be appliquéd. This leaves both pieces free to turn under 
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the seam allowance before I stitch. You will be constantly turning your work, especially with the smaller center circles.

If you see a point starting to form along your curve, there is probably a crease in your seam allowance. Put your needle in 

the seam allowance and work the crease free, smooth out the curve and continue stitching. 

Karan Flanscha has provided a wealth of appliqué information

on  http://www.dearjane.com/techniquetips.htm. 

Now have a cup of tea and enjoy making your new blocks…

                                                                                           Hugs,

                                                                                           Brenda

