                                                Dear Hannah  Challenge #2

My goodness, here is Challenge #2 and I haven’t caught my breath from #1! Of course, I’ve been off playing in Yiayia Land. I must decide in the next two days what fabrics I’m using in this weekly challenge. Hope this is the worst thing I have to do this week! <G> enough from me…

Pieced Block Challenge: E-2 Logan

Well, I chose this block for the half-square “cut it big and whack it off lesson.”

Now it appears that the block as it is shown in the book does not lend itself to rotary cutting. Sooooooo, we just change it! (guess I need to send to publisher, eh?) Drew it in EQ5 and it’s still same block…

The half-square triangles should finish 1.5 inches; the strips beside them with the corner stones finish 3/8 inch and the center section finishes ¾ inch. This gives us the needed 4.5 inches.

I. Cutting Instructions:

A. Background

1) eight strips 7/8 X 2 inches

2) two squares 2-3/4 inches (for half-square triangles)

B. Print  A – dark

1) four squares 7/8 inch

2) two squares 2-3/4 inches (for half-square triangles)

3) one square 1-1/4 inches

C. Print B – medium

Four strips 1-1/4 X 2-3/8

II.  Assembly

A. Half-square triangles

Note: Half square triangles are made by adding 1-1/4 inches to finished size for cutting squares. This is Jane Math. Regular Math says you add

7/8 inch to finished size for cutting squares. We want to be able to trim to size.

1. Press one square Print A and one square Background together

2. Draw a diagonal on the background piece with a pencil

3. Stitch on each side of the diagonal using a quarter-inch seam allowance

4. Cut along diagonal pencil line and you have two half square triangles

5. Press seam allowance to the Print and trim half-squares to 2 inches

6. repeat steps 1-5 for the other pair of triangles

B. Half- Square Sashing and Cornerstones

1. Sew one strip of background to the side of each half-square triangle

2. Sew the Print A 7/8 inch square to the end of another sashing strip

3. Join the cornerstone and sashing strip to the other side of half-square triangle

4. Repeat steps 1-3 for the remaining half-square sections

C. Final Seams

1. Lay the block out as it appears on page 48 and sew in rows across,

       just as you would assemble a nine-patch block; press seams toward

       Print B

2. Sew the three sections together, butting seams together as you stitch; press

3. Admire your handy-work!

Appliqué Challenge:  D-2 Love Apple

            One of my favorites – how about a whole quilt of these little pretties?

            Cut a 6 inch square of background

A. Leaves 

Stitch the two lower leaves to the background. Leave the other two leaves until the stem has been appliqued

B. Stem

1. Make a freezer paper template, iron it to the right side of the fabric and 

Draw around it with a Pigma® pen.  Cut out, leaving a “fat eighth” seam allowance. Pin the stem to the background. Placing pins in the seam allowance of the upper side of the stem. Stitch the underside – lower – of the stem and then the upper side. Don’t forget to stitch the end!

2. Another method for these tiny stems is to cut a one-inch bias strip about six inches long. 

 Fold it in half lengthwise and press. This stem is 3/16 inch wide- ¼ inch will be pretty too. 

Lay the stem, fold ¼ inch outside the right side of the stem. Stitch through the bias and the background, using a small running stitch.

Trim the bias strip fairly close to your stitching. 

Roll over the bias and appliqué the other side down. 

You might want to try this method …

C. Appliqué the other two leaves at the top of the stem

D. Apple

Now, you all know I am a lazy stitcher. When I look at that apple and see five curved pieces to stitch, I just shake my head, and say, “nope, not for me…”

               1. Trace the apple on freezer paper. You can leave it on the right side or 

               Draw around it with pencil or Pigma pen. 

               2. Appliqué the large ‘circle’ for the apple; trim the two side pieces off 

               your fp. This leaves you a template for the yellow section of the apple.

3. Appliqué the yellow section on top of the red apple.

4. Now trim the yellow section off your fp- leaving just the melon piece.

5. Appliqué the melon on the top of the yellow section.

6. Yes! And no tiny sliver seams. If you are bothered by the bulk, trim away the background after you stitch the red melon down. You can also make the whole apple and then apply it to the background. Do whatever it takes to enjoy making this little block. I had a green apple today off my daughter’s 

Tree… maybe that’s the color you want to stitch!

Someday I’ll figure out how to get you some diagrams with these 

Challenges. Until then, just close your eyes and try to visualize…

                                                                                                      Big hugs,

                                                                                                      Brenda

