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K-2   Challenger, Pieced
Challenger is an old, old, really old traditional block. In Dear Hannah it is a tribute to Christa McCauliffe and all female astronauts (You can read about the Challenger on page 146 in DH)
I fantasize about hand-piecing about 100 of these for a really super quilt.
Of course, I do this with many blocks. In fact, one of the criteria for a block being in Dear Hannah was that it would make a pretty quilt if made only of that block.
Enuf rambling… How do you want to make it?
I.  Paper-piecing

    A.  Preparation

          1.  Print or draw block on your favorite paper

          2.  Divide paper into eight sections- each one having a diamond and two
               triangles- the triangles are on each side of the diamond

          3.  Number the sections: each diamond is #1 and the triangles are #2 and 

     B.  Sewing

          1.  Stitch the eight sections, trim seams to ¼ inch and sew sections together

          2. Remove paper and trim block to 5 inches   
II. Hand-piecing

     A.  Print or draw block on freezer paper
     B.  Number every single piece of this pattern 1-24 – makes assembly much   
          Easier. I numbered the diamonds 1, 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22 and triangles 

          2, 3, 8, 9 , etc. Option: You might want to make Mylar or plastic templates 

           of the diamond and two sizes of triangles –no seam allowances

       C. Draw around the patterns pieces, add ¼ inch seam allowance and cut

            (I still add ½ inch allowance to the outside edges- safety net)

       D. Sew the eight sections and then quarts and finally the halves

       E. Trim block to 5 inches

G-7 Pimienta Calientes

        The Mt. Diablo Wild Wimmen II named this block. We hope it says  “Hot Peppers.” (Don’t get excited, Texas; the Mt Diablo Wild Wimmen II take no fame or glory from the infamous Texas Wild Wimmen I  -Block I-5)<G> They’re notorious in their own right. <G>
Print the pattern from your DH CD or trace onto freezer paper. 

This block seems to be a good lesson in “Layered Back-Basting.”

Maybe we can get Tilde or Diane to re-issue those instructions<G>

 Stitch the two leaves of the right side of the block first; next the leaf on the lower 

left side of the stem. (Not being a back-basting pro, I would stitch these with 

fp templates.  If I back-basted, it would only be those tiny stems.) 

Finally add those beautiful peppers and smell your tasty new block!

