                                                    Dear Hannah Weekly Challenge 17

A-8 Mary’s Star, Pieced
  This block is named for Mary Althaus, an award-winning DJ Goddess.  Perseverance is hand-pieced and hand-quilted and is in the Dear Jane CD. Mary also has a quilt in Dear Hannah, p.122 and the ‘rest of the story’ is on page 97.

Mary’s Star is a nine-patch block This means each of the nine sections finishes 1.5 inches.  Looking at the center of the block, the star is the focal point. Next are the little strips that enclose it. My goal with this challenge is to teach you to break down a block and use rotary cutting techniques to make the sections. 
    I.   Cutting Instructions

A. Print A  (Star)
1. one   2-inch square for center

2. eight   1.25 inch squares for the star points (using connector corners)

B. Print B Cutting  (Outlining Strips)
1. four  7/8 X 1-5/8 inch rectangles

2. eight   7/8 X 2 inch rectangles
C. Background

1. four  1-5/8 inch squares (Corners)

2. four  1-5/8 X 2 inch  rectangles ( Centers of Sides)

II.   Assembly

      A.  Lay block pieces out as they appear on page 21

      B.   Connector Corners
                  1. Fold each of the red 1.25 inch squares on its diagonal
                  2. Place one square on the lower right corner of the right side of

                      one of the background rectangles- right sides together- and 
                      stitch just along the  fold line; fold square over and one point of    
                      the star is complete! Trim away the inside piece of the square, 
                      leaving the background and the print together. Repeat this for 

                      the other seven corners. If connectors are new to you, just ask.   

        C.  Outlining Strips (Print B)
                  1.  Sew one 7/8 X 2 inch strip to each of the four center-side pieces

                       (these are the pieces with the star points)

                  2.  Sew one 7/8 X 1-5/8 inch strip to each of the small corner 

                       background squares; press toward the strip

                  3.  Sew one 7/8 X 2 inch strips to each of the sets in #2;

                       press toward the print

          D.  Assemble Block

                   1.  Sew the three rows; press seams in rows 1 & three out, row 2- in

                   2.  Stitch two sections and press block.  

K-7, Sadako, Appliquéd

         Here’s a pretty little block with Oriental flair in honor of Sadako and all the  Japanese children affected by the bombing of Hiroshima.

Trace the block – or print it- on freezer paper. Number the right side pieces of the flower 1,2,3 from the top – down, 3 being the largest.  The reverse L shaped one on the left side of the flower is number 4.

This is a good time to try using a Pigma pen for needle turn. I like brown for most colors. Iron the fp templates on the right side of the fabrics and trace around them with the Pigma pen. Use a six-inxh square of background.
          Appliqué the stem first. Place a dot on the background with a pencil for the tips of the flower “petals”. That is all you need for perfect placement.

Beginning with the small petal(#1) stitch two sides, leaving the bottom  just basted, as #2 will go right on top of the seam line. #3 goes on top of #2 and you can leave the left sides of all petals free- #4 goes on top of them. After all four petals are in place, appliqué the ‘horseshoe’ and the two leaves.  Trim block to 5 inches. 
