H-4 Gabriel’s Grasshopper
 

 

 

Many of you say you like the blocks with animals.  Presenting Gabriel’s Grasshopper.  There’s only one choice offered in the CD, templates.  If you want to save paper and ink, before you print them, be sure to delete the plain square block, we know that’s 4.5”, and move the pattern pieces over to the first page.  If you never have done it before, practice click, hold and drag with your mouse.  Since working with back basting, I will print out only the block, remembering to use mirror image.  There is no need to print templates with this method if you needle turn.  When marking the background, I use a brown Pigma pen, which doesn’t seem to show on the other side as much as black, but is dark enough to visualize.  Just as you apply the pieces from bottom up, so you back baste pieces that will be underneath.  The middle flower, the leaf, back leg are basted then applied.  You may want to number each piece in order before basting.  

Whichever method you use, I hope you have fun with the grasshopper.  

 

 

L-3 Texas Star
 

 

 

 

There must have been a lot of Texanas at the Dear Hannah naming party.  Here’s the Texas Star.  This might be a good one to use real English paper piecing.  Mags tried to teach us how to do it in one of her famous loooong e-mails. Printout the block and cut out a pattern for each piece and baste down the seam allowance with large stitches.  Then back- to -back you whip stitch the center pieces together as in a “Grandmother’s Flower Garden” block.  The illustration in the Dear Hannah book shows a fussy cut flower.  

I hope you enjoy doing these blocks and will tell the group how you made yours, and what you learned you did them

