 

Dear Hannah Week 13 Challenge

 

 

 

M-8 Columbia
 

Our pieced block this week is Columbia.  Its’ center is a square within a square, with a little log cabin thrown in for good measure.  Then the whole thing is finished off with 4 flying geese blocks and four squares.  Have fun with contrasting colors.  

A tip for you who have the Dear Jane CD.  Use the print function to pick the best method for your blocks.  I have a motto for myself, “Always preview before you print.”  It takes a little time, but this one definitely would be best done in foundation piecing.  Look over the Options, Numbering and Sections; you may see an even better way to piece it.  When ready just click print.  

 

M-1 Mallard Crossing
 

Here’s a cutie, Mallard Crossing.  Veteran appliquérs know that the first things applied are what go beneath, so start with the plants, and then build the duck from the feet up.  Since they are so thin you may want to do them in satin stitch, or practice one of the many ways to make a skinny stem.  An alternative is to first reverse appliqué the plants and legs and then apply the duck’s body and wing, and lastly the rock, which hides the fact that there really are no feet.  

If you are planning to back baste anything to print the whole thing in mirror image.  Some of you with eagle eyes may have noted that some of my blocks are backwards, so this was a note to myself.  I back baste in sections, just as it will be applied.  I think of back basting as “pin less” and template free appliqué, it may be a new technique but we’re just drawing the pattern on the back of the foundation, a new way of looking at things.



