                                                Dear Hannah Weekly Challenge #1     

Block #1: B-11 To Paducah, page 31

This block is a sixteen-patch, four X four.  It is similar to A-6 in Dear Jane, if you don’t have your DH book yet. Just draw a four patch in the center square of Uncle Homer and you have made “To Paducah.”

Rotary Cutting instructions:

A) Print #1: Cut four squares 1-5/8 inches

B) Print #2: Cut four squares 1-5/8 inches

C) Background: Cut four rectangles 1-5/8 X 2-3/4 inches

The two prints can be of similar value, like those in Grandma and Me, page 100. You might also choose to have them in distinct med and dk values so the paths are clearly moving on the diagonals. I chose this block for the setting of Pam’s wonderful redwork because of the chain effect of the diagonal squares. The values are similar so that each chain can move the eye equally.

D) Assemble the four –patch in the center, pressing toward the darker of the  

       two prints. Then sew the top, middle and bottom rows and finally join

       them the same as you would sew a nine-patch. 

Block #2: G-11 Three’s a Pear. Page 70

This is a cute little block for your first appliqué Hannah. We all know there’s 100 ways to appliqué. I’ll just mention one or two here. 

I love freezer paper, so that’s what I do- make freezer paper templates. These blocks are all a bit folksy – is that a word? No need to get uptight - they are right no matter how you stitch them!

Use a 6-inch background square- great security and can be trimmed in the end.

You will need the three “pear” shapes and the stem templates. I just iron the freezer paper to the right side of the fabrics and trace around them with a Pigma pen and remove the freezer paper. If you don’t feel secure taking off the freezer paper, don’t trace with a Pigma pen and leave it on to stitch your pieces. 

Trim around the “pears” and the stem, leaving about 3/16th inch seam allowance

(this is a “fat eighth”) One-fourth inch seam allowances are too large. It will still be necessary to trim the stem seam allowances even smaller in spots. 

First thing to stitch is the stem, placing the bottom of it about one-half inch from the bottom of your six-inch square. You can find your placement just by putting your background on the block itself. Make a couple of pencil dots for the placement of the “pears.”  Appliqué the one in the upper left before the one below it, so it can be ‘covered’ at the base. After stitching, embroider the little thingies at the top of the pears. You could also just draw them with a Pigma pen.

Most important, have fun making these two blocks! 

                                                                                                                            brenda

