DJ - Transparencies for Applique 

Date:   99-04-03 23:39:30 EST

From:   SadieRose@aol.com

Greetings, Sticklers!!  

    Shirley (Snowbird) asked me to share my tips for using transparencies for 

applique.   I started experimenting with these about 4 years ago & have found 

a number of ways that transparencies are useful & can make applique & 

quilting  easier.  The following information is copyrighted & I am sharing it 

with my DJ friends for their own personal use.  If you are a teacher or a 

newsletter editor, and would like to use any of this, please contact me 

privately for permission.  (I use this material in teaching some of my 

classes & workshops).  
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   Transparencies are a new tool to use in a variety of ways, to make 

placement of applique pieces easier.  There are many different materials 

which can be used for transparencies.  My favorite is plastic page 

protectors, an inexpensive clear plastic sleeve available at office supply 

stores or discount stores.  Other possibilities include transparency film, 

exposed x-ray film, acetate, mylar, tracing paper and lightweight versions of 

interfacing material.  

   To create a transparency, trace your design onto the film with a permanent 

marker.  Some pens I have found to work well on the plastic page protectors 

include: PermaWriter II, Pilot SC-UF, Sharpie, and the Identi-Pen.  You can 

use black or colored pens.  Be sure the ink is dry before you move the film, 

or start to use it, so you don't smear the ink.  You may also be able to scan 

a design on your computer & print it on a transparency film. 

   The transparency can be used in many ways: 

  *Trace your design from any printed pattern, or even take a pattern off of 

an antique    

   quilt, without damaging it.  

  *Positioning your applique pieces without pre-marking the background 

fabric. 

  *Determine the exact placement of pieces in a multi-layered design. 

  *Choosing the exact area on your printed fabric, where you want to cut your 

applique (or 

   even a piecing patch), from. 

  *Flip a design (mirror image) easily. 

  *Create an original or adapted design by combining motifs from several 

places.  You 

   can trace designs from photos, magazines, books, wallpaper, etc.  If you 

want a printed  

   copy of your new design, just put a piece of white paper behind your 

transparency & 

   photo copy it.  You can also shrink or enlarge designs this way.  

  *Try out different border ideas (for example, different placements for a 

vine

   type border), by tracing a photo of your quilt top or from the pattern.

  *Try out a quilting motif, or figure out placement, with a transparency 

   (before you make any marks on your quilt top!)  

   There are several methods of working with the transparency.  I like to use 

a clipboard to hold my fabric and transparency in place. I mark the original 

pattern with center marks, then press fold lines on the background fabric to 

help make positioning easier and more accurate.  For some designs, marks at 

the top , bottom & center or each side (or N, S, E and W, as I mark them), 

are enough.  On others, you may also want diagonals.  I also mark the outer 

corners of the block on my transparency.   If you are using interfacing, 

which is more flexible, you might want to baste the interfacing to the top of 

your background fabric. 

    I use the "freezer paper on top method" for applique, but you could also 

use transparencies with other methods.  Have your individual applique pieces 

prepared, with the freezer paper ironed on, and cut out with a narrow seam 

allowance.  Line up your background fabric under the transparency.  Put a dab 

of fabric gluestick on the center of the backside of your next applique 

piece, then carefully slip it between the transparency & background fabric.  

When it is exactly in the right place, press down so the gluestick will hold 

the piece in place.  (Get the freezer paper pattern centered under the 

transparency, ignore the seam allowance).  Remove the transparency while you 

stitch.  You may also want to use a few tiny applique pins to hold the piece 

in place as you stitch.  

   For small blocks like the Dear Jane or Calico Garden blocks, cut the page 

protector into smaller pieces.  

   To use the transparency to center your freezer paper over exactly the 

right motif in your fabric, take the fabric, transparency and freezer paper 

pattern piece (already cut out) to the ironing board.  Lay the fabric out and 

lay the transparency over it, moving the transparency over the fabric until 

you find the perfect motif for your applique piece.  Carefully slide your 

freezer paper template between the transparency and the fabric.  Hold the 

freezer paper in place with one hand, and remove the transparency.  Press the 

freezer paper onto the fabric. Take care not to touch the iron to the 

transparency, as it will melt very easily :)   An example of using this 

method is for an appliqued bird...find just the perfect wavy or shaded area 

on your fabric, by moving the transparency over it, for the bird's body or 

wing, to make it very realistic.  

   You can also use the transparency if you want to cut repeated pieces with 

the same motif (for a Kaleidoscope effect), trace the motif on the fabric you 

want to repeat onto a transparency of the pattern piece, then use this to 

make sure you get your template in the same place for each piece you need to 

cut. 

   To use one piece of transparency film for several design areas,  trace 

them with different color markers.  Or, try removing the marks with Isopropyl 

(rubbing) alcohol.  If you use the same transparency repeatedly, some of the 

marks may start to wear off....just trace the design over again.  

   In the DJ Applique Tips file, I mention using transparencies for blocks 

M-7 and I-5, but this method can be used for many other blocks, too.  I hope 

you will experiment 

with transparencies, maybe you will think of even more uses for them!!   

Happy Stitching,  Karan-Jane    

