Tools, Tips  & Notions part 2

Jill asked about methods of saving the DJ tips.  I keep mine on a disk... 

that way if (knock on wood!!)  anything would happen to my hard drive, 

I still have the files on disk.  You could set up a folder in Word or another 

word processing program, and sort the tips into separate files, making it 

easier to find them.  Another option is to download a free program, Keep Here, 

which was designed by Gordon on the Info-EQ list.  His first program, YesUCan,

 keeps tips sent to the Info-EQ list for using EQ4 and other EQ programs. 

 Keep Here is a blank data base you can fill with your DJ tips, or whatever 

you want.  I think there is a tutorial on how to use it at the Soft Expressions 

website, too.  

http://softexpressions.com/software/dwnldkeep.htm
Subj:    NDJ:chatelaine

Ok. I found it. It is in Quiltmaker No. 52 Nov/Dec 1996. It is paper pieced 

and basically is just a long row of blocks put together and bound. There are 

8 blocks on each end that would hang in front and 17 smaller blocks that 

would go around the back of the

neck. The total size is 1 7/8" * 38 1/2". The large block in the front are 1 

3/8" and the smaller ones in the back are 1". The ones in front include a 

needle holder, pin cushion, magnet pouch, loops for scissors and thread and a 

thimble pocket. 

I use the Thread Heaven all the time.  I just love it!!!!  I hated bees wax 

because of the "sticky" but this stuff is wonderful!!! I found I could use

 longer lengths of my tire silk thread for appliqué with this.  I also highly 

recommend the needle dome too.  This little gadget holds 10 threaded needles

....I cut my thread, run it through the Thread Heaven, thread my needles 

and tuck them away in the needle dome. These are an absolute "must" for 

the traveling sewing bag!!!!!  Hugs, Gypsy

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hoop Cap for Quilting the Edges

You will need the following materials for a 14in.hoop, but caps are easy to 

make for any size hoop.  Adjust the amount according to your own needs.

1/4 yd prequilted fabric

1 pkg. double fold wide bias tape (a 3yd pkg. is enough for 2 hoop caps) or a 

3X33" bias strip of binding fabric, folded in half & pressed; & a small strip 

of sew-in hook & loop tape, such as Velcro.

Freezer paper for pattern.

1/   You will want your hoop cap to cover approximately a third of your hoop. 

 Measure its diameter, divide by 3, then cut a strip of paper at least 2" 

wider than that measurement.  The length of your paper will need to be at 

least 4" longer than the diameter of the hoop.  ( for a 14" hoop, you will 

need a 6 3/4" X 18" piece of paper.)

2/  Set the outer hoop ring aside & center the inner ring on the paper, 

leaving a 2" space between the hoop & the top of the paper.  Draw around the 

outer edge of the hoop; add 1/4" to this line for a seam allowance, then cut 

along the outside line... This is your pattern.  Use the pattern to cut two 

curved pieces from the prequilted fabric.

3/  You will also need a strip to join the two patches together.  To 

determine the strip's width & length, measure your hoop's rim width, then add 

1/4" seam allowances. Measure around the outside curve of the pattern to 

determine the strip's length.  Using these figures, cut a strip from the 

leftover prequilted fabric.

Example:  cut a 1" X 18" joining strip for a 14" hoop.

4/  Fold the joining strip in quarters & mark with a dash on outer edges, 

then do the same with the curved pieces.  Right sides together, pin the 

joining strip to the edge of one curved piece, matching dashes.  Straight 

stitch, zigzag, or serge together, using a 1/4" seam.  Pin the other side of 

the joining strip to the other curved piece, matching dashes, then stitch.  

Press seam allowance toward strip, then topstitch.

5/  Bind the bottom edge of the cap with bias strip or tape & sew the hook & 

loop strips to the inside of the cap, approx. 1 1/2" up from the bottom edge. 

 Your hoop cap is finished!

To use the hoop cap, slide it on the inner hoop ring & fasten the hooked tape 

to lock it in place. Then pin the edge of your quilt layers to the straight 

edge of the hoop cap. Slide the outer hoop on & tighten.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Reading your hints on  ways to get freezer paper to adhere decided you

might be interested in my procedure:

I have a smooth piece of wood (bread board of old) that I bleached,

covered with foil - shinny side up -that I used for ironing fabric to freezer 

paper.  Paper is on top of the right side of fabric.  My iron is always on 

Cotton or even a little higher.  I seldom have paper come lose while 

appliquing with this method. Have had to re-heat a couple of times to

remove the paper.  Hugs and quilts,  Linda in Pittsburg, Ks

I got this from "Tips and articles from the pages of THREADS".

    http://www.taunton.com/th/admin/techniques.htm

I always have this problem, so I'm real eager to try this tip!

-Lisa in cool Mountain View, California

===============

Oh, What a Tangled Prewash We Avoid

Does your fabric twist and tangle when you prewash it, resulting

in robust wrinkles that need serious pressing? Do the raw edges

unravel into long threads that tie up the contents of the washing

machine like some diabolically gift-wrapped package? You aren't

going to believe how easily you can eliminate these problems from

your life.

All you have to do is sew the two cut ends of the fabric together

(right sides or wrong, it doesn't matter) with a 1/4" seam

allowance, which forms one big circular loop of fabric. I've

tried this with fabric lengths up to 5 yd., and the fabric loop

comes out untwisted every time. Serging works best, because

fraying is prevented and the seam allowance is a small 1/4".

However, straight stitching will also do the job, particularly

if you zigzag the raw edge.

When you remove the fabric from the dryer, clip the 1/4" seam.

Wrinkles and tangling are cut to a minimum, fraying is avoided,

time is saved, and only 1/2" of your fabric is lost.

Mary Jane McClelland, Diamond Bar, CA

from THREADS #66, "Tips"

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I haven't really sewn anything today, but spend the day making a detailed

diary for this quilt.  I developed a sheet for each block and triangle.  As

I make the block I write the directions, and sizes of any pieces cut.  I

also include a place for the fabric and a diagram of the block.   I made

data charts for all the blocks and the triangles so that I could print off

the pages and then enter to information by hand.  Ginger Brant    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

My favorite "trick" of all for any quilting or app'ing is to store my

needles stuck in a bar of soap!  Keeps them marvelously sharp!  Or running 

them through the back of my hair (down by the neck) like we used to do 

in the old days when diapers were pinned on!!

Abracos, Marilyn!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Subj:    Mitered corner tip

From:   Maggi-Jane

I posted this a month or so ago so thought I'd give it again for any  newbies:

It is a wonderful trick!  I turn back each end at the appropriate angle and 

pin it in place. (each folded side should follow the direction of the 

opposite side. hope that is clear!) When both sides are folded , butt up the 

edges of the mitered corner together and pin across the miter in a couple of 

spots,  to make them meet.  Then I lay a piece of masking tape on the front 

side, right up the mitered corner folded edge.  Press it down nice and tight 

- this creates a crisp crease that  you can follow to sew from on the back side. 

Folding the tape in half exposes the crease on the back - sew on that fold, 

(it will be along the edge of the tape, but you cant see the tape from the side 

you are stitching)  The Tape holds it in place really nice. After sewing, 

remove the tape and you have a perfect miter!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 You asked also for favorite tools, I am very fond of a Ironing blanket, I

bought in a shop It is called Quilters Square `n Press by June Taylor,

and I have used and use it a lot. It is nice not to have your ironing board

out every time you have to iron little pieces.

Ingrid from Denmark 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 I want to share with you all a new tool I bought.  It is called add-a-seam 

and is a ruler, available in 6" or 12". It  has a ridge where the 1/4" would be.  

It also comes with 1/8"add-a-seam.  I saw it used in Montana by one of the 

quilters there.  The way I use it is to butt it up against the freezer paper and

then use the rotary cutter to add the 1/4" seam allowance.  I have first

drawn around the freezer paper, that is my sewing line.  Remember, I am

doing my DJ by hand so I do draw sewing lines.  It sure speeds things up

and helps me to be more accurate.  Terry in Montana used the 1/8"

add-a-seam for FPP.  She would fold back the paper and fabric and then trim

her seams to 1/8".    Sheila MacDonald

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Phyllis Caffall

My two favorite tools are:

1.  An old mouse pad to lay all of those little pieces on.  Helps to hold

'em down.  You can then move from room to room.

2.  I have an old Tupperware child's toy box or lunch box that snaps to

shut.  I use this when taking Mom to Dr's etc. and take my Jane with me.

Even has a ruler on the lid.  Keep a small pincushion, thread, ruler, and

envelopes of Janes in it at all times, also a small pair of scissors.  Just

grab and go!!!!!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

My favorite tool for DJing or any activity that involves my hands is to have 

an emery board in all my sewing and non sewing areas (kitchen pencil 

cup) to file that nail that always seems to need smoothing and for filing

 off those little nibs on plastic templates that won't be smoothed with 

scissors.  Linda Frihart

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I have a home-made item that has served me very well.  I don't have a 

Sewing room or private studio and have to make do wherever I can. 

For quite a while I was working at the dining room table and was

addicted to paper piecing.  For any of you who have done FPP work,

you know you need an ironing surface handy.  Well I couldn't very 

well be ironing on my lovely oak table (actually I already did with

disastrous results) so I found a fairly large piece of 3/4" plywood

in DH's wood stash - it's about 30" square.  Then I took a towel,

folded it in half and stitched up the sides to make a case of sorts. 

The plywood drops into the case giving me a portable, reversible 

pressing board.  Well this has just been a dandy item.  Now that 

I'm working downstairs, I can lay this board on top of the washer

and have a nice flat surface to iron on.  I've also used it on the

carpeted floor and a TV tray table.  I'm doing more and more 

applique these days and frequently use the starch and press method.

This not only gets your iron kind of gunky, but the pressing

board too.  But I can just slip off the towel "case", pop it in the 

washer & dryer and then reinsert the board into the nice, clean 

towel case.  Finally, it can be neatly stored  upright between the 

washer and dryer.  I even took it with me on a REAL retreat -

carried my cutting board inside too. 

Connie Thompson

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Subj:    [DJ] DJ: Quickie Ironing Board

From:   Frank Palmer

I know others on the list who do this but take a fabric bolt core (get them

free at fabric stores who are thrilled to get rid of them) and wrap them in

cotton batting, then cover with a fabric sleeve (make it as pretty or as

plain as you want).  It's portable and ideal for classes.  And easy to keep

next to your machine.  I make them for students when they take one of my

classes.  I bring several irons (the place I teach only has two) and nobody

fights over the ironing boards that are set up there.  Best of all, they

take them home, tell their friends, and I get more students!

Subj:    [DJ] Triangles

From:   Martha

I am making triangles for a special project - not for the edges of my

current DJ quilt  - so I did not want to join them to neighbor triangles

as they are completed.  Instead, I cut 9x6 rectqngles from an old white

sheet and lightly starched these rectangles.   As each triangle is

finished, I carefully baste it to the rectangle.  This keeps my

triangles stable and lets me play with them as I decide which goes where

in the project without stretching the fragile bias edges.

If you don't have an old sheet, any lightweight fabric will work.  All

you want to do is protect the sides and prevent stretching any bias edges.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Re the clear ruler.  I have used a Draft n Cut Lucite ruler for quilting and 

card making for eons.....it's 2" wide and 18" long, with 1/8" grid.  I got it 

at an art supply....Vickie Hill just found one for under $3.00....and I'm 

hoping she'll tell us where!  I rotary cut long and narrow strips very fast 

and easily with it; pencil mark seam lines easily.  I like the fact that it's 

a "no-brainer" to use....just has 1/8" marks and nothing else except the 

numbers....you don't have to worry you are on the wrong set of lines.

Sherry, in MA

