Machine piecing tips

 Machine piecing tricks:  finger press your seams as you sew them (or the

little wood "iron" they use for foundation piecing works, too).  I press both

seam allowances one direction, and try to have the next seam it will be sewn

to going the opposite direction (usually towards the darker fabric).  Then,

when you go to line up the next 2 sections, they will sort of "hook" into one

another.  Pinning tip: Poke a pin straight through the corner point from the

front piece, through the corner point of the back piece.  DON'T weave the pin

in.  Now, take a second pin & weave this pin...this way you won't shift one or

the other fabrics, by weaving the first pin.  This really does make a

difference. Also, it is better to pin right on the seam lines...so a

"horizontal" pin, than to poke the pin in at the seam line,and then weave it

down or up (vertical to the seam).  Vertical pinning moves either the front

piece or the back piece, so they won't be lined up properly.  

   Be sure when you press, you have the seam "opened" all the way...often,

there is a tiny "pleat" in the seam, and this repeated over the surface of a

block can make a difference in whether your pieces all fit & the block comes

out the right size or not!  The other obvious thing to check is your seam

allowance width...I have been amazed at students who come back to class &

complain that the pattern was inaccurate, and I say, "let's look at your

block" & flip it over & they have 1/8" seams, 1/2" seams, nothing consistant.

Then they wonder why the pieces don't fit together!!  I try to compare it to

putting puzzle pieces together, each one has to be just the right size, or the

puzzle won't fit back together.  

   A piece of cardboard, larger than the block (or even small wall quilt), you

are piecing- covered with either cotton quilt batting or flannel...makes a

great surface to lay out your pieces & then transport them to the sewing

machine (or put up from inquiring small hands!!)  The fuzzy surface will hold

the patches in place...so you won't make mistakes when sewing them together.

I have a couple of 24" sq. pieces of Masonite, covered with batting (just

taped it over the edges on the back), which I use for larger pieces, too.  

    Goofy tip:  learned this from a guild member:  if you chain piece a whole

bunch of pieces, and then need to clip them apart:  take a large wooden spool,

and slide a seam ripper down in the center hole.  It should fit snuggly, or

you can wrap it with some tape.  Then, you just hold the "chain" of pieces on

either side of the couple of free stitches, and push those down over the seam

ripper- the sharp curved part.  Gee, this is much harder to write than to show

someone!!  Anyway, you can just "pop" along & cut those pieces apart in no

time!!  

