Jane & CW fabrics

   Several have been writing about the fabrics in Jane Stickle's quilt... the current term "Civil War fabrics" is probably a misnomer...IMHO...fabric production (at least fabric for quilts) was at the very least diminished during the Civil War years (April 1861 to April 1865), and most women probably relied on their scrap bag "stashes" during that time.  Jane Stickle signed her quilt "In War Time 1863", and assuming she put the date she completed the quilt....chances are, she had started the quilt some time before that.  Those of us who have hand stitched the blocks know the amount of time that takes, and then the quilting time.  So...my conclusion is that Jane probably used fabrics from the 1850's or even before.  I think many people have misconceptions about the colors and designs (prints) that were available in the 1800's... (and how many of these same designs are reprinted today...in contemporary colorways!!)  Many of the fabric companies have kept & re-used their engraved rollers for printing designs, and just re-color them to suit current tastes.  Some of the reproduction collections that are on the market now have one colorway that is accurate to the time period....and others that they hope will appeal to contemporary quilters who might not be "into" reproductions of old fabrics/colors.  So just because you buy a piece of fabric from a repro line, doesn't mean that it is necessarily authentic to that time period (!)  Studying the blocks in Jane's quilt is fascinating....but we have no proof that every fabric in it was purchased between 1861-1865, to make it truly a "Civil War fabric" quilt.  Instead, I think it is far more interesting to learn about the colors/designs and techniques used to create the fabrics in her quilt.  And of course, wonder if she traded with others, etc. to get the variety of fabrics in her quilt.  Another factor is the affect time, light, moisture, etc. have on the fabric & dyes.  Although the quilt appears to be in "mint" condition...it is very likely that some of the tan blocks were originally purples, etc.  

   Barbara Brackman has several books that are excellent resources for study on these topics:  "Clues in the Calico" is a classic....with detailed info on fabric history. 

"Quilts from the Civil War" has excellent info, and includes a photo of "our" dear Jane Stickle's quilt (!) as well as instructions for nine quilt projects.  "Civil War Women" is her most recent book, it has chapters on 9 real women and their experiences during the Civil War, and includes quilt projects adapted from period quilts.  There is also a section with ideas for re-enactors.  Another great reference is Eileen Trestain's "Dating Fabrics- A Color Guide 1800-1960" book, which has photos of hundreds of fabric swatches, sorted by decades.  This really helps you get a "feel" for some of the colors/designs of different time periods. 

   "In the manner of Jane Stickle"  we are each taking our own journey...and whatever colors or fabrics we chose, I am sure Jane would approve!!  From the first stitch to the last, this project will challenge you to learn, trying new techniques, gaining new skills, researching information on fabric or Civil War history, etc.  And we are so fortunate to have modern technology to make our list...instantanious communication & support... possible.  Jane would find that a blessing...as we do!!  

Happy Stitching!!   Karan-Jane  

