Subj:    DJ Hand Piecing Curves LONG

Date:   98-07-02 

From:   Linda Franz

>Deb/CA wrote:

>Dear Linda!

>Now I have a question for you - I am hand piecing my blocks and I am

>looking a some of them that have curved seams  - I am thinking about

>piecing some of these seams instad of doing applique. I would love any

>suggestions or comments. I have never hand pieced a curved seam and I

>keep thinking it would work but I am not sure. We Hand Piecer's need to

>stick together!

Dear Deb!

Hand piecing curved seams is not hard.  There are a few little tips that I

have picked up from my DJ friends since January, and I will try to

summarize them here.

Prepare your pieces for hand piecing in your usual way, with the seam lines

marked.

Mark the centre of each curved seam.  I do this by inserting a pin in the

cross hair mark at the seam endings, folding to make a crease at the middle

and then making a pencil mark on the fold.  (This is helpful on some of the

longer straight seams in these blocks too!)

Clip the concave seam at the centre mark and clip every 1/4" or so to the

ends of the seam.

Pin the centre first, HOLDING YOUR WORK WITH THE UN-CLIPPED SEAM UP.  This

is probably the opposite of what you would do on the sewing machine.  Then

"pin" the beginning of the seam with your first stitch.  Don't bother

pinning the last half of the seam until you get to the centre.  On these

small blocks I usually only need to pin the centre and the end, with no

other pins in between.  If you want to, you can add more, but for me they

just get in the way.

Stitch to the centre point.  (This is the time for your smallest stitches,

for two reasons.  First, because the curve will be smoother, second because

one seam allowance is already weakened by the clipping.)   On tight curves,

like in H-8 Pie Sale, take one stitch at a time.  It may seem slow, but

it's as fast as applique!  One stitch at a time there too!  On gentler

curves, like B-3 Mirror Image, you can probably take 2 or 3 tiny stitches

at a time.  If you take too many, the curve will not look smooth when it is

pressed.

Press on cotton setting, no steam, from the right side.  The seam will

press flat with the UN-CLIPPED seam allowance pressed flat and the clips

lying open in little v's.

Special Pressing:  On some blocks I have had to make a clip through both

layers of seam allowance and press part of a seam in one direction and part

in the other.  For example, on M-13 Lynette's Diamond I made four of these

clips, about 1-1/4" from the outside edge of the block, so the seam

allowance could all press beautifully flat toward the centre of the block,

except where two curved seams overlapped and part of one had to be pressed

in the opposite direction.  This is incredibly difficult to explain, all of

a sudden.  It is perfectly clear in my mind  :-)  but there is a disconnect

between me and the keyboard.  LOL.  Is it clear enough???  Can you see it?

It is worth your while to try hand piecing the curves, because they show up

in a LOT of blocks!

I pieced all the seams on the following blocks:

A-3 Hunter's Moon:  I added the diagonal seams which show in the photo of

Jane's block.

B-2 Sweet Tater Pie:  I forgot to compensate for mirror image on my freezer

paper pattern.  It's up to you.

B-3 Mirror Image:  These gentle curves are the easiest.

B-7 World Series:  Again, I added diagonal seams so I could piece all of

this except the corner diamonds.  I used the pressing and clipping

technique described for M-13 above to make the seams lie flat. 

B-11 Melissa's Cross:  I redrew this to add more white space around the

blue circle and added the seams out to the edges, which show on Jane's block.

B-12 Starflower:  A lot of people applique this one, I think.  It was easy

to piece, and since the seam allowances will naturally press toward the

dark I think it is prettier, with no seam allowances shadowing through the

melons.

C-5 Eye of the Cyclone:  I did compensate for the mirror image on this one

when I made my freezer paper pattern.

C-6 Ashley's Aura:  Again, a lot of people applique this one, but I found

it easy to piece and I think that is what Jane did.  If you applique it,

your seams will shadow through the white melons.  When you piece it, the

seams naturally lie flat under the dark fabric.

C-11 Soldiers and Sailors Monument:   These curves are a little tighter,

but not really hard.

D-4 Crystal Star:  I hand pieced those little melons and it turned out very

well.  I guess I just got tired of applique-ing melons so I pieced when I

could!  :-)  The pointy ends ARE pointy!!

E-11 Wagon Wheel:  I redrew the corner quarter circles to be larger, to

match Jane's a bit more closely, and added short seams from the circle to

the midpoint of each of the four sides.  Maybe you could save this one

until you have a few easier ones under your belt, but don't be afraid of it!

F-5 Parcheesi

F-9 Autumn Aster:  I hand pieced the centre curves and appliqued the eight

melon shapes.

F-11 On Target:  I re-drew this, flattening the corner curves slightly and

widening the quarter circles in the centre so they touched the radiating

seams.  Mine is entirely hand pieced and it is a stunning block this way.

G-1 Hattie's Hen House

G-7 Indianapolis:  I re-drew this one to extend the white triangles in the

corner to be bigger, trying to match Jane's more closely.  The curves are

gentle.  It is not difficult to piece by hand.

G-13 Molly's Muffins

H-6 Pie Sale:  Tight curves!  Go slow!

H-8 Eaton's Crossroads:  I added four seams, from the circle to the points

of the inner square, trying to match the photo of Jane's block.

I-4 Stability:  See seam pressing and clipping direction for M-13, above.

I-5 Maria's Majesty:  I pieced the centre shape, pressed like M-13 and then

appliqued the four curved pieces.  What a beauty!

J-3 Rick's Volleyball Net 

L-13 Harvest Moon 

M-7 Junko's Rose Garden:  This is one of the seven blocks I have left to

do.  I have it prepared to piece the centre shape (I added diagonal seams)

and then applique the four curves and four melons.  I guess I've been

putting this one off!

M-13 Lynette's Diamond:  See seam pressing and clipping directions above.

I appliqued these blocks, but I think they could have been hand pieced if I

had had more confidence at the time:

A-7 Dad's Plaids

E-1 Aunt Exie's Phlox

E-10 Five & Dime  (By applique-ing, you avoid seam allowances shadowing

through the light fabric.)

G-5 Poof

I am going to send this to the whole list, Deb, and see if of the other

hand piecers can add anything.  I only learned hand piecing in January, so

there will be more ideas out there!  We hand piecers do stick together, eh?

So, are you sorry you asked?  :-)

May all your curves be smooth,

Linda in Burlington, Ontario

