<Can foundation paper piecing be done by hand?  I haven't tried it as I didn't 

think the  stitches would hold tight enough to rip the paper.>

Actually they can!  I've had to do some that way coz I've been out somewhere 

and couldn’t pencil the lines in, and it works fine as long as you backstitch 

about every 4-5 stitches. Then just give the paper a little spray with a 

water bottle and it sluffs right off! :)  Maggi

Well, I hand-paper-piece occasionally :-) Only, I use very thin paper, like 

"heavy tissue paper", OR I use the cheapest available .... interfacing 

without glue (or with glue if you can't get it without :-). The tissue paper 

is very easy to tear, the interfacing-stuff you don't have to tear off, you 

just leave it there :-) Makes your block a bit thick, but if you choose a 

really lousy quality of it, it doesn't really bother :-)

Hand FPP'ing is very handy when you travel (on the train as I do), and 

cannot always rely on the movements of your chosen vehicle :-) I did blocks 

from Margaret Rolfe's "A Quilters Ark" on my "Days on the train" last fall.  

This year they have given way for Jane'ing, but still.  The trick to hand 

FPP'ing is the same as to machine FPP'ing :-) You don't have to rely on 

accurate seam-measurements, but snip as you go, also, there are occasional 

bits that are .... too ridiculously small to cut and piece. If speed is you 

goal, when FPP'ing, then obviously Hand FPP'ing is ... silly :-)  If accuracy 

is your object, and you like hand-sewing, then I can assure you, that FPP'ing 

by hand is as good as by machine. 

Hugs, Tilde in Copenhagen

I paper-piece by hand. Not just foundation-piece, but (sort of) Paper-piece. 

I use a really thin (and crummy :-) quality of ... vlieseline/ fusible web 

that is not fusible, ie does not have the glue. This is non-woven, but stable and

 you can see through it. It doesn't have to be taken out afterwards and 

adds hardly any bulk to the block. If your object is speed when FPP'ing,

doing it by hand will not be a help :-) If it is precision, it will.

Just my 0.02 $   Hugs,  Tilde in Copenhagen

Hi,  I recently attended a DJ seminar with Brenda Papadakis as 

instructor......how great and how much fun.   A couple of tips I use that I picked up in

seminar are:    Paper piecing by hand on lightweight Tear-away.  Love it.  

Great for traveling.  I never hand pieced before (just a little) and this method sure 

helped me out.  Joyce in Montana

As several have told you, you CAN foundation paper-piece by hand ;-)

There are some differences compared to machine-paper-piecing, though. For MPP, you want your paper to be stiff and brittle. I don't want to handle that by hand, and don't have access to all the fancy papers and stuff that US'ers have at their fingertips (or at least within a few hours drive ;-)

So, I use fusible-web without the fusible part. Have no idea what it is called in the US, but it is just like fusible web, just without the glue.  Trace pattern unto that and sew! If I'm not going to hand-quilt, I just leave it on, if I AM going to hand-quilt, off it goes (mostly it goes off).  It isn't difficult to tear-off (actually, it's called "Tear-away-Vlieseline" here ;-), and for the occasional hard-to-get-rid-of bit, I just use a bit more patience, perhaps a pair of tweezers.

Another good thing about non-fusible-web is, that it's ok if it gets a bit crushed and crumbled, it stays together and you can just flatten it with your fingers.  I finger press 

as I go, and that usually does it until the block is completely finished.

Apart from that, the technique is exactly the same as with the machine, the main difference being your hand that holds the needle, not the machine.

Hope this helps

Hugs

Tilde in Copenhagen

They now make a water soluble paper for foundation paper piecing.  You can also try the method where you use fold the paper on the sewing line and stitch close then press etc. fold and keep going I have done this with freezer paper and it keeps everything in place as you go.
Susan
I am here to tell you that one can fpp by hand! My DJ was done totally by hand and I fpp'd every chance I got. I use Easy Tear, a lightweight foundation. You can easily trace through it without a light box, it tears off easily as the name implies, and comes in a handy 10" wide roll--perfect for the 5" DJ blocks. Most quilt shops carry it. As others have said, I pp by hand just like by machine. If you have more questions, please ask; I'll be glad to try and answer. 
DJ hugs,
Edith
 

I'm doing my quilt all by hand and a lot of the squares are foundation paper-pieced. I use tracing paper that you can find in the school supply isle in your local discount store. It works very well. I make small stitches and backstitch at the beginning and end. When done, I wet the paper and it comes off very easily. No damage done to the stitches. I was kind of desperate and didn't know what to look for at the store, that's why I had used the tracing paper at hand. I don't find it too thick at all. You might want to try different types of paper and stabilizers and decide what you like best. For me the tracing paper does the trick.
 

Hope this helps.   Quilting in AK, Claudia.

I do foundation paper piecing by hand. I do NOT sew thru the paper, simply align my fabrics as I would if sewing thru the paper, pin in place and then 'fold' the paper back at seam line and sew just the fabric. I use tiny pins on the seams so that they do not interfere with my placement or stick me as i try to sew. This way I do not have to try to tear away the paper after and the same pattern is reusable for several blocks.

deb in IL

<If we were going to do foundation piecing by hand, we would be concerned about several things. First, sewing through the fabric and paper thickness would be difficult.>

Answer : Don't use "paper". There is a product available (I first got it @ Hancocks of Paducah) called FUN DATION.  It's like a stiff, non-woven interfacing, and it can be used for foundation  piecing. It also can be fed thru the printer to make your own foundations, but that's another story. The benefit of this over tracing paper for paper piecing is that you CAN also sew thru it by hand. Many of our NYC students don't have sewing machines, and I've tried this and recommend it.

As for technique, there is no difference from doing it by machine, except that you aren't using a machine. <VBG>

<Second, ripping the paper from behind the fabric when finished would be almost impossible because the stitches wouldn't be short, enough to make them have enough have resistance against the pulling and tugging that is needed.>

Well..when you stitch, you are going to make SMALL, TIGHT beautiful little stitches, with the occasional backstitch for strength, and then tear this stuff off VERY carefully.

It works! I tried it! Trust me!  PhabDianeJane/NYC

Ok, with all of this talk about hand paper piecing. I have gone to the fabric store, purchased the thinnest non-woven interfacing (the CHEAP stuff), ironed, & cut into paper size pieces. Then use regular old cellophane tape to tape it to the computer paper, then run them through my computer. I only do 1 at a time, & it works great.  The reason that I put it on the paper is that I originally tried it without the paper & my printer got yucky! But this works great, & the foundation is thin enough you can just leave it in!    Ruth

 

I guess I need to get into this paper piecing discussion.  This is one of my favorite DJ techniques.  I love to hand piece PP.  I like the tracing paper at Hobby Lobby the best.  It comes in two sizes.  The very large allows me to get four blocks on a sheet.

If you don't mind the pattern to come out in reverse the traced portion is on top, but if you want to keep the block the same and it is not symmetric, tracing paper can be seen through from the back.  Such a great tool in piecing.  I also leave the paper in until the sashing goes on.  Jane's pieces are so small that grain is not that important, but you must leave on the paper until the sashing is around the block.  

Happy Quilting!  Jane in INDY
