DJ in Print

Today when I went to quilt group I grabbed and took with me a looseleaf

notebook full of patterns and pictures clipped from quilt magazines all

much more than ten years old.  In there, quite by surprise, I found a

picture of "Dear Jane"!  From the look of it, I would say it was

published in Lady's Circle Patchwork Quilts and as I said, well over ten

years ago.  I keep my magazines for a few years, then cut out what

interests me, stick it in the binder and toss the rest.  Saves space.

So I must have been taken with Jane, even that long ago.  The caption

almost seems more interested in the furniture than the quilt (!) and

says, "The Bennington Museum is full of treasures like the bowfront

chest made by George Stedman of Vermont in about 1800, and quilts of all

kinds!  The one shown here is a full-size sampler made of miniature

blocks, 4 1/4 inches.  It is signed, "In War Time 1863, Jane A Stickle,

Pieces 5602".  The chest-on-chest is cherry, from the Connecticut

Valley, c. 1800 and the portrait is by Henry Inman".  Then it sayd, "See

p. 42-44"  Unfortunately I didn't cut out pages 42-44 so don't know what

was there.  If it was LCPQ I assume they did an issue on Vermont, but

can't place the date more accurately than 1983-1988.

Love  Fiona-Jane  Kariong NSW

   Fiona mentioned the photo of Jane's quilt in LCPQ... this was discussed a

long time ago, when the list first started.  Here are the instances where

Jane's quilt has appeared in print, as I know them: 

   Lady's Circle Patchwork Quilts magazine, Winter 1983, issue #32 features

quilts & quilters from the state of Vermont.  Jane's quilt is shown draped

from a bowfront chest, so you don't get to see all of it.  The photo is in

color, on page 26.  There are patterns given on pages 42-44 for blocks we now

know as F-11, G-13, A-13, D-10, A-12 & F-1.  I don't find any explanation of

who picked the blocks given or who drafted them.  

  "Plain & Fancy" by Richard L. Cleveland & Donna Bister (c 1991, Quilt

Digest Press)   This book is based on the state of Vermont's Quilt Research Project.

Brenda said this is where she first saw Jane's quilt, and became

mesmerized by it.  The quilt appears in color on page 60.  

  "Dear Jane" by Brenda Papadakis  c 1996,   need I say anything about this book :)  

Note the introduction is by Richard L. Cleveland, co-author of "Plain & Fancy".

   Lady's Circle Patchwork Quilts magazine, February 1997, issue #116,

features "Quilting Inspirations - Jane Stickle's Legendary Sampler" (cover

description) with an article by Brenda Papadakis "Dear Jane's Quilt - One

Quilter's Fine Tribute to Another". This article is on pgs. 5-11, with

patterns on pgs. 76-77 (H-8, B-9, L-13 & H-4).  Brenda's article tells the story 

of her involvement with Jane Stickle & THE quilt - there is a reference to the 

photo of Jane's quilt, which appeared in LCPQ issue #32.  There are a number 

of photos of quilts made by Brenda & her students (but no photo of Jane's quilt 

in this issue).  (This article is available on the Dear Jane CD!!)

   "Quilts From the Civil War" by Barbara Brackman, c 1997, C & T Publishing,

features a color photo of Jane's quilt, pg. 81, in Chapter 6, titled ""In War

Time" Hardship, Homespun and Linsey".  

    Traditional Quilter magazine has featured a series of articles by Brenda

Papadakis, starting with the May 1998 issue.  Each articles includes sewing

instructions for DJ blocks.  May featured A-6, M-5 & J-7.  July featured D-3

and C-9.  September featured G-6 & G-8.  November featured B-3 & C-6.  The

first article mentioned making a nine block mini quilt...now 9 different

patterns have been given.  But, there is a note at the end of the November

article, that there will be a "Bonus" Quilter's Workshop added to the DJ

series... "next lesson will dispel all of the mystery and provide the math to

make any half-square and quarter-square triangles."  (The lessons from this 

series of articles are now available on the Dear Jane CD!!)

A Dear Jane article & project was featured in  Australian Patchwork & Quilting magazine, December 1999 Vol 6 No 5     The project was a pillow by Judy Day 

using Dear Jane blocks. 

  The Spring 2001 issue of McCall’s Vintage Quilting magazine featured an article “The Spirit of Jane Stickle” by Brenda.  (This article is available on the Dear Jane CD!!) 

    This is the list of books & magazines that have featured articles on Jane

and/or Brenda & the quilts, that I am aware of.  If any of you know of any

others, please let me know!!  Wouldn't Jane be amazed at the attention her

quilt is getting, 135 years after she finished it!!  

    There are 2 other related quilts that we had discussed on the list.

Judie Rothermel started a quilt made up of 4" miniature traditional quilt blocks,

before she had heard about or saw Jane's quilt.  When she learned of Jane's

quilt, she went to Vermont to see it.  She chose to add a triangle border to

her quilt, inspired by Jane's, but designing her own patterns for the pieced

or appliqued triangles.  Judie's quilt top, with only one border completed,

was shown in Miniature Quilts magazine, issue #2, Spring/Summer 1990.  Judie

sells pattern books for her mini blocks (separate books for blocks in 4"or 5"

size), copyrighted 1987.  This same quilt was later shown, completed, in

Miniature Quilts magazine, issue #26, October 1996, on pg. 41, along with a

pattern for the Jack in the Box block on pg. 40/41.  

    The second quilt is "Erin's Charms" by Denise Lawler, which appeared in

Australian Patchwork & Quilting - Traditional Quilts (copyright 1996).  This

quilt is made up of 4" traditional blocks, and has a 3 block x 3 block size

medallion in the center.  The blocks are set with a striped fabric, cut so

the stripes go across the width of the sashing pieces, and white corner squares.

There is a charming "folk art" style applique border.  Sorry, the article

doesn't say where Denise is from, but I assume she is from Australia (do any

of our Aussie members know her?)  

    We have also mentioned the 4" patterns books by Bear's Paw Designs, and

the Better Homes & Gardens "501 Quilt Blocks" book.  Jeana Kimball's "Old

Voices, New Impressions" book (first of a 3 part series) has also been

discussed as a favorite "post DJ" project, and is being stitched by some of

our DJ members right now.  

    Hope this info is interesting, I had to dig through my old magazines when

I first learned of these, and was lucky to have all of them.  (Some just took

more digging to find!)  I also was able to purchase a copy of "Plain & Fancy"

to add to my library :)

    Happy Stitching everyone,   Karan-Jane 

From: Genie  

The Dear Jane quilt is also pictured in color as well as the Botanical

Quilt in Quilt World Omnibook - Spring 1983, pages 30-32. There is a

close-up of the signature corner as well.

The article is about Richard Cleveland: The Man Behind The Show by Barbara

Seeling. (The Vermont Quilt Festival) It says four quilts from the

Bennington Museum and four quilts form the Shelburne Museum were among

approximately 85 antique quilts in the show. Mr. Cleveland is photographed

in black and white standing in front of the Dear Jane quilt.

Debbie Ballard found this article recently while sorting through her older

magazines and showed it to us during a sewing session.

Have fun looking through your old magazines for this one. I did. :-)

Jeanne in Saginaw

May 2002

Miniature Quilts magazine, Issue No. 60 has announced their pick

of Winning Quilts and you guessed it, A Dear Jane was a first place 

winner -- It won 1st in Combination Pieced and Appliqued

(21-5/8" square) "A Special Replica" by Els Feteris-Stam, Zwartewaal, 

The Netherlands.

3-12-03

Here are a few more sightings of Jane in print:

1) Autumn 1994 issue #27 Patchwork Quilt , Japan - before Dear Jane was even born! Junko Kawade was here for two years with her husband. While here, she took my quilt classes and we became friends. She is quite an accomplished quiltmaker and teacher and was to be featured in this issue of Patchwork Quilt. When I went to visit and teach her students about Baby Jane, she had arranged for the magazine photographers and editor to come while I was there. This is the first time Dear Jane was ever featured in a magazine. A photo of Hannah’s Homespuns is included in the article. The article itself is very beautiful, but I can’t read a word<G> Junko’s quilt is on page 37. Her friend Chieko has a quilt on page 46. 

2) Colonial Homes, June 1997, has an article by Kirsten Rohrs entitled Masterworks about the Vermont Quilt Festival and Jane’s quilt is the featured quilt.

3) Traditional Quilter, now The Quilted, September 1997, has Quilted’s Profile article about Dear Jane and the beginning of my early journey with Jane.

4) Quiltmania, Le Magazine du Patchwork, Mars/Avril 2000 has a feature article about Den Haan & Wagenmaker’s quilt shop in Amsterdam. One of the quilts shown is the Dear Jane made by Rieke Bonting-Holter from Dutch reproduction fabrics made by Den Haan & Waganmaker. They made a poster of this quilt in 2000 to celebrate their twenty-five year anniversary. Many of us are fortunate to have a poster of this quilt. Since I know a bit of French, I can read this article une peu.
5) Quiltnieuws, June 2000 has an article about Jane and my visit to Holland in March 12, 2000. I’m wearing the great DJ sweater made by friends for my trip.

At my lecture, Dutch Janes secretly left Dear Jane blocks made from Dutch fabrics to get me started on my own Dutch Jane. You will see many of them in

Dear Hannah in a quilt entitled “European Freinds.” 

6) Norsk Quiltebad, 2001/2002 has two articles about Dear Jane. The first is by                     

Kjersti Thoen. My guess from the few recognizable words and the big phot of Jane’s quilt is that it is a story about her and the Museum and my journey there. You must know that my comprehension of Norwegian is non-existent. 

The second article is written by our own DJ Goddess Wenche Martinsen. There is a photo of her wonderful Dear Jane, and she gives links to dearjane.com and janiac.com. She also gives the list from Silver Jane to DJ Goddess. My guess is that it is about her own journey with Jane and the Dear Jane List. 

Perhaps some of the Janiacs in these other countries will send us their stories.

What a blessing to be able to share Jane with friends all over the world!

                                                                                                       Brenda Lynn

