DJ Bingo & Notions & Tips & Tools

There seems to be 2 basic approaches to making these blocks: one is to start 

with A-1 and work your way through in order to M-13.  The other is the way am 

choosing to work, I call it "Bingo" (after the game).  I made a photocopy of 

page 12 in the book, the Diagram of Blocks.  Then, as I complete a block, I 

make an X through it.  I try to keep several blocks cut out, in plastic bags, 

ready to stitch.  Then, I just pick whichever appeals to me when I have time 

to stitch.   (Except for the block Challenges!)  With 51 blocks done now,

scattered all over the diagram, it really does look like a Bingo card!!  No, 

don' t have any "complete" rows...so far, but am pretty close on some 

diagonal rows :)    Karan-Jane 

Some assorted suggestions on things we use to keep our DJ's organized: 

    I use a tiny "datebook" to record the day I start & finish piecing 

blocks, also when I cut them out.  You can even use it as a journal or diary. 

 I have a chart in the back of the datebook, on one of the lined pages, where 

I list each block as it is cut out & then cross it off when it is pieced.  

Another page is for listing each block as it is finished, along with the 

number of pieces in the block.  That makes it easy to keep track of how many 

blocks I have done & how many pieces I have sewn together to date. 

   Some DJ'ers are making notes right in their DJ book, when each block is 

made, attaching a small square of the fabric used, etc.  So the book becomes 

a DJ journal itself.  Also, photocopying the diagram on page 12 and X-ing off 

the blocks as you finish them is another way to keep track.  Some DJ'ers are 

glueing small pieces of the fabric for each block on this chart, to keep 

track of fabrics/colors used, too.  

   I am using a permanent ink pen to write the block letter & number on a 

seam allowance on the back of each block, that way when someone asks me which 

block it is, it is easy to tell them!  

   I keep all the cut out pieces for one DJ block in a sandwich bag size 

ziplock bag.  I also have a sketch of the block, to help in assembling it.  

You can also letter or number the pattern pieces, or mark 

North/South/East/West to help you remember how to sew them together.  

  **Remember that if you use the freezer paper patterns, your block will be a 

mirror image of the block in the book.  Some blocks are totally symmetrical, 

so that won't matter.  Others come out a little different.   You have to 

decide if that bothers you enough to redraw, or not.  

   I keep my DJ sewing supplies in a tiny "Whitman's Sampler" tin, with 2 

small round magnets attached to the lid for needles & pins.  I can put 2 of 

the Mettler long, narrow spools & a glue stick in the tin, a couple of 

toothpicks & a folding scissors.  The tin is about the size of a Sucrets tin.

Very easy to keep in your purse or pocket, along with a DJ block in a ziplock 

bag.  (Karan) 

Favorite tool? Well this isn't a tool but I'm loving these little tins that 

are around, the tiny Whitmans Sampler tin, and have you seen the teeny tiny 

Altoids tin?! The Whitmans tin is perfect for holding pins and needles and a 

thimble and a few other small things. The teeny tiny Altoids is just about 

the right size to hold a pack of needles. I keep this filled with the 

appropriate items needed for any project in the basket (why else do quilters 

collect baskets too?) and they are easier to find than little packs of 

needles.  Debbie Clem 

RE: sandpaper board.  I recently made one for myself using thin board that I 

purchased at the art supply store for a buck.  I think this was intended to 

be a kind of palette for paint, but it was just a plain 8x11 board.  I used 3 

layers of cotton batting, and covered it with a repro print.  On the other 

side, I glued a piece of wet/dry sand paper to it.  Then I glued a piece of 

felt (just on one edge) on top of the sandpaper so I could store my fabric 

pieces there.  AS many of you know, I'm always looking for new ways to carry 

supplies, store them, etc. for hand piecing, and this has been the best way, 

so far.  I can iron on the batting side and flip it over to trace around the 

freezer paper., and even store a needle or two in the felt.  Don't know if 

this would fit in a Bible case, but it does fit in my Dear Jane binder.  If 

this isn't clear as mud, e-mail me and I'll try to make it clearer.  Have a 

good one, April   

*********************************************************************

I read through your instructions for hand piecing and just loved them!

The only thing that I do really different and I think this is because I am 

usually stitching in a car is I make a xerox copy of the block I am working 

on and number the pieces in the same order as when I traced them.  I then 

highlight in a color usually pink all the pieces that are the colored ones. I 

am using a light as a background color and then I am

using repro's . This way I have less to carry with me. The book can sometimes 

be awkward while in a car or when needing to "pick-up" quickly (like when the 

nurse calls your name). I have also made a real simple “book" to carry blocks 

ready to piece. I bought 5 sheets of felt 2 in purple (my favorite color) and 

3 in white. I then cut them to 9"square and stitched with a decorative stitch 

about 1/2" along one side with the purples as my "cover"., then white pieces 

of felt became the "pages". This way I can carry 3 or 4 blocks ready to 

piece! The size 9" works great for me I can keep pins and extra needle in my 

book and I then m carry a small Sucrets size tin with my thimble, thread and 

a little pair of scissors and a needle threader. The felt works really great 

because the pieces just "stick" to it. This is what I did after reading all 

the wonderful suggestions when I asked how other members on the list made 

their blocks portable. Also the cost of this was$1.00 the felt was on sale at 

Clothword. But even at full price it would have only been $1.75!If you need 

any clarification please ask! Deb/CA******************************************     

To make it easier to trace around the pieces, I glue a very fine piece of sand paper

 into a manila file folder....then lay the fabric over the sandpaper.  It helps hold 

the fabric in place while tracing the sewing line. (Karan)   

 I have 2 kinds of mini "flannel boards" to lay my pieces out as I 

am working on a block.  These can be used for hand or machine construction.  

One is to take a "manila file folder" and glue a piece of flannel, dense 

cotton batting or dense fleece type batting to one side of the folder.  Lay 

your block pieces out on the flannel.  You can close the file folder to 

transport the pieces or protect them till the next time you stitch.   OR:  

cut a piece of sturdy corrugated cardboard (about an 8" square is good for 

these little blocks) and cover one side with flannel, dense cotton batting or 

dense fleece type batting.  You can either use spray glue for this, or double 

stick tape. You can cut a piece just the size of the cardboard....or cut it 

about 12" and pull the batting over to the back and attach there.  I lay the 

pieces out in order of the finished block.  This helps avoid sewing the wrong 

pieces together!!  (Karan) 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

I was rereading your wonderful tips and I thought I'd share one of mine.  I used it 

for a previous mini block pattern.  If you have scraps of very thin cotton 

batting, cut into rectangles 12 x 6.  Then stack as many (pages) as you would 

like or think will fit through your sewing machine.  For instance, I stacked 

6.  Mark the center line with a pencil from the top to the bottom of your 

rectangles and sew through all the layers with your sewing machine.  Fold n 

half and you have a book to keep all your blocks and pieces in while 

quilting.  I then put this whole cotton book in a ziplock bag.  It works 

great.  The batting holds those tiny pieces well.  Added note: If you cut 6 

rectangles, you'd have 11 pages (1 will be front cover).  So I guess for Dear 

Jane if you cut 7 rectangles, you could put a row at a time in the book (13 

pages) if it's not too bulky.  Another suggestion: The book I'm going to make 

for Dear Jane will have the 1st rectangle cut at 14 x 6 and then center the 

12 x 6's on top.  This way when it is folded in half.  The outside cover 

won't shrink and will be a tiny bit bigger.  The edges ofthe cotton batting 

pages really stick together and hold your blocks well.

Take Care,   Nimble Thimble    

   At my quilting class yesterday, one of the students suggested 

using a tin made for "International Coffees" (it's about 2" x 4" x 2") to 

hold the Mettler spools of thread...it is just the right height & you can get 

about 12 spools in the tin.  Since I am not a coffee drinker...I don't have 

any lying around :)   but she said some of them have quilt motifs on them.  

Just thought I would pass this suggestion on to the group!   Happy 

Stitching....Karan-Jane

I finally figured out a practical use for all of those leftover pill bottles 

that we have during this time of year.  I like to have several bobbins wound 

with the same thread when I am working on a project.  The pill bottle that I 

have will let you stack 6 bobbins in it. This allows me to keep all of the 

same color thread in its own bottle.  The bottle also makes it easier to 

transport to classes.  I lay it down in my Whitman's tin and it fits just 

fine.  Now I no longer have all of my bobbins unwinding and getting tangled 

with all of my other sewing tools in my box.   Julie in Ocala, FL   I don't 

know if anyone else has discovered this, but, I just had to replace my mouse 

pad the top lining was coming off, so I tore it off and it makes a perfect 

little pad to lay out a D J block.  Piecefully,  Phyllis

Preparation H Cream is just wonderful for sore quilting fingers!  I like it 

better than Bag Balm, which is smelly and greasy.  Bag Balm has a certain je 

ne sais crois, but Preparation H Cream is even better!  It has a softener and 

antiseptic and reduces swelling and doesn't smell.  I cannot vouch for the 

ointment or suppositories!  LOL, Linda Franz 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Applique' Work station

Supplies:

Small 3 Ring Notebook (approx. 7" X 9")

Cardboard, Poster Board or a package of dividers to fit with holes

Felt (buy about a half yard - you will always use it)

1 piece of fabric 11 X 26 (or measure your notebook, laid out flat, and add 

10" to the length and 2" to the height.)

1 piece of batting That is cut the size of your notebook, laid out flat

12 inch piece of 1/4" ribbon to coordinate with fabric

1 sheet of fine or very fine sandpaper

1 piece of acetate or a plastic sleeve (approximately the size of the pages)

Heat and Bond Ultra Hold

Tacky Glue

Directions:

1.  Lay out the fabric and mark around the notebook when it is flat.  Fold 

back the excess length, right sides together, and stitch along the marked 

line at the top and bottom.  (Be sure to back stitch.) Turn flaps right side 

out.  

2.  Lightly bond the Heat and Bond to one side of the batting.  Peel off the 

paper and tuck into the flaps with the bonding side to the wrong side of the 

notebook cover.  Press to bond.  Slip over the notebook.

3.  Cut 2 pieces of felt to cover the inside of the front and back covers.  

Glue the piece of ribbon onto the upper corner of the front inside cover, 

leaving an equal amount of ribbon on each end.  Glue the felt pieces in place 

with Tacky Glue and allow to dry.

4.  Measure the pages you have chosen, excluding about 1" along the edge with 

the holes.  (Leave 1 page blank for now.)  Double this measurement so that 

the felt can wrap around one side of the pages and you will cover the front 

and back at the same time.  Press the Heat and Bond to the felt and remove 

the paper.  Apply to the front and back of the pages.  

5.  With the remaining page you will need to cut the sandpaper to fit one 

side. Glue in place with the tacky glue.  You need to create a cover for the 

sandpaper so it won't drag on the opposing piece of felt.  Cut a piece of 

acetate the height of the page and about 2" wider.  Cover the sandpaper and 

wrap around the page.  Tape in place on the back of the page.  Cover the back 

of the page with felt. 

The ribbon on the front of the book can be tied through the holes of your 

spool of thread.  Pin a small pin cushion in this area to accept your needle 

and a few pins.  Your project pieces can be laid on the felt pages to hold 

them in place.  The sandpaper page is used when you need to mark around 

templates on a piece of fabric.  The sandpaper holds the fabric in place.  No 

slipping.  

I know you will think of other components to add to this book for your 

convenience that is why I decided to use a loose leaf type notebook.  You may 

want to do a larger notebook for home use with a small cutting board adhered 

to the inside back cover.  Please let me know if you come up with ideas.

Linda Jones - Mustang OK

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 I have what is called a "sticky critter".  It was purchased at the Hardware 

store for around $10.  It has a roller (like a paint roller) with a handle 

that can be made long.  The roller is sticky and is MARVELOUS for picking up 

all those threads on the

carpet, not to mention animal hair.  Now girls----this is very sticky.  Not 

like those old ones that were out years ago for your clothing.  When the 

roller gets full, just wash under running water.  I even put it back to use 

before it gets dry.  It has saved me from sitting of the floor with a sharp 

knife & cutting those threads & hair from the roller brush on the bottom of 

the vacuum.

Sandi in Arlington, Tx

   What I did with my Dear Jane book was to carefully cut off the cover and

each page down the spine.  I purchased a 2 1/2 inch three ring binder and

bought a large package of the plastic sleeves (top loaders)  Each page fit

in the sleeves and I could see each side.  Made it easy to trace and store

the blocks as I worked......I'm only at 57 and holding for a while.  But it

keeps everything neat and pressed!

      Christine!

I made my own "book". I cut it close to the binding with an exacto knife, 

used a 3-hole punch and placed the pages in a binder. I bought a binder that 

has the clear pocket on the front and back and placed the covers of the book 

there. I know others did a similar thing, only putting their pages in clear 

sheet protector pages. I liked mine available anytime for jotting down notes 

or figuring out the number of pieces in each block. If you put your pages in 

page protectors then you have to pull out each page if you need it. I know 

some took their books to Kinkos and had them cut off the binding and spiral 

bind them,  some didn't have good luck doing that. They cut off too much of 

the book. These are some ideas for you. If will be your personal preference.

claire

