 [DJ] Applique tips part 2 

  When I sent you the "melon tip" I didn't mention using templar

instead of cardboard because I didn't want to confuse people or make them

think it wouldn't work without templar (a heat resistant plastic template

material available in *some* quilt shops and/or Joannes or places like

that).  I really do prefer the templar because you can see through it. 

Peg Gilson just sent me an email and said she uses the same method for

circles and uses templar.  So I thought I'd mention it to the rest of the

list just in case they can find it in their area.  I'm pretty sure the

international gals won't be able to, but really, the fine cardboard does

work, too.   If you do use the templar, be careful not to get your iron

too hot.  "Wool" setting will work just fine.  

The other good thing I forgot to mention is that this is the only

"ironing" method I have tried that doesn't burn your fingers. <g>  

Sue Johnson

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Another tip I am doing is to use Solvy and trace your watermelon or whatever 

it is you are going to applique and then stitch it down to the right side of 

your fabric.  Cut a fairly large slit in the solvey and "carefully" turn it 

to the back.  Once it is turned to the back you can press, do not use steam.  

It makes for a NEAT TURN AND SHARP CORNERS...HOORAY HOORAY    

Joyce in Montana

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Appliqueing Batiks  tips: 

For curved pieces like the melons, when I was doing applique on top (as

opposed to reverse applique), I learned from a DJ friend that it helped to

fold and crease all of the edges to be appliqued before

placing the piece on the background.  It made an amazing difference for me

in getting a smooth curve.   I got best results with freezer paper

underneath.  After ironing the freezer paper to the wrong side, I folded

and finger pressed a very narrow seam allowance to the underside of the

melon shape or heart, using the thickness of freezer paper for support.  On

points, I folded across the point first, and then folded in each side and

held firmly between my fingers for several seconds, to crease.  As I got

better at this, I found I could remove the freezer paper before I started

sewing because the crease was enough of a guide.  If I left the freezer

paper in, I had to wiggle it out with tweezers before I finished sewing the

last 1/2" or so. 

One advantage of the batik is that because it does not fray, you can trim

to a scant 1/8" or even 1/16" seam allowance, and another is that it will

hold a sharp crease.  On the other hand, the batik is difficult to pierce

with a needle.  I used the finest sharp I could find.  The Roxanne Sharp

#12 was my favourite, but it is hard to tell the difference between it and

the John James Sharp #12, except that the Roxanne needles are cheaper and

come in a great little tube.  Although I like the Jeana Kimball Straw #11,

it was too hard to drive it through the tight weave of the batik.  I love

the straw needle with other fabrics.

I used YLI silk thread (very fine #100 weight)---oh, dear!!! I hope I won't

regret it but it was so lovely to work with!!!----for applique and to baste

the pieces in place.  Every kind of pin I tried was too thick to slide

easily through the batik, so it was just as easy to baste these small

pieces instead.  Pinning with very fine needles also works well.  You only

need two or three or four, including the one you sew with, so Try to Keep

Track of Them, okay?  VBG  

Where several points of melons or triangles meet, it can help to tack the

matching points of the applique pieces to each other BEFORE you baste them

to the background, and eat chocolate BEFORE and AFTER, but not during.

(See A-7 Dad's Plaids, D-8 Dee Dee's Delight, E-1 Aunt Exie's Phlox, E-10

Five & Dime, F-6 Deanie's Daisies, F-9 Autumn Aster, I-5 Maria's Majesty,

J-10 Chieko's Calla Lily, J-11 Twin Sister, M-7 Junko's Rose Garden).

I hope this is "easily visualized advice!"  Good luck!  Hugs, Linda Franz

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

An applique tip to offer for the "melons."

Make a template for the melons out of lightweight cardboard, such as a 3"

x 5" card or the inserts that come in magazines for subscription orders. 

Mark your fabric on the WRONG side of the fabric, cut out, leaving a 3/16

or "scant 1/4" seam.  In the seam allowance, do a running stitch from one

end of the melon to the other, with your knot at the tip.  Then do the

same thing on the other side, starting at the same tip you started at

before.  Think of "gathering stitches."  Put the cardboard shape behind

your melon and draw up the two threads.  This will make the fabric "form

itself" around the cardboard shape.  Now, take it to the ironing board

and press that seam in.  One tip will already be formed (the one that was

knotted).  The other you can press in at the ironing board.   Now your

shape is perfect and when the fabric cools, you can remove the cardboard

template and stitch your melon in place.  I would make all the melons you

need for a block and put them in place on the background before you

stitch any down.  

This was the way I originally learned to applique, and I still use this

when I need to do lots of berries or grapes or other circles.  It works

wonderfully for hearts, too.  Once you feel comfortable with

needleturning curves, you probably wouldn't need to do this anymore, but

you sure do get perfect circles and curves.  It's wonderfully easy for

those who are "applique challenged."  

Sue Johnson 

My absolute favorite applique tip is taking all those nearly or

partly finished spools of thread and putting them on bobbins.

I have a little 4 x 6 clear plastic tray with a cover which the

bobbins fit into. I keep this next to me and all the colors I

could possibly want to applique as this little tray has room for

about 25. Snowbird

One of my favorite tips is for the handle of Rebecca's Basket. 

Wind fusible onto the bobbin only and proceed to make the handle as you

would do when making Celtic appliqué, using a press-bar and a strip of

fabric cut on the bias. Seam the strip and press with the bar inside and

the seam on the bottom with the fusible thread next to your ironing board.

You can press long enough to crease the "tube" of fabric but surprisingly

the fusible thread will not melt into your ironing board cover. Remove the

pressing bar and shape your bias strip on the top piece of the background.

Press it down and it is held in place by that fusible thread, ready to

appliqué. No Pins, glue, or bumps, just a nice smooth curve. Works like a

charm and does not take as long to do as I did explaining it!

Judy in the Mitten

I used Saral paper to transfer the pattern to both of the fabrics

for E-11 Wagon Wheel blocks.  This is the first time that I have used this

product.  It will not be the last.  It is really great.  I experimented to

make sure that it would wash off easily and it really makes it easy to

transfer the lines, especially on the batik that is hard to see through.

Ginger Brant

Appliqued sharp points.

My first suggestion is to make sure that your seam allowance isn't too large. 

For small pieces I use a scant 3/16 inch seam allowance, too much seam 

allowance causes alot of bulk and your points can't be as sharp.

The second thing I do is applique to the point, taking an extra stitch in the 

point, this helps to prevent puckering up when giving a tug on the thread. At 

this point if you have a rather large dog ear of fabric showing from 

underneath the piece, carefully trim it with your scissors from underneath 

the side you have appliqued, this will reduce the bulk in the point.Then, 

take your needle and turn under the seam allowance at the tip so that it is 

almost perpendicular to the point, if you are right handed, it should slant 

downwards slightly to the left, if you are left handed, it should slant 

downwards slightly to the right. Then take your needle and turn the seam 

allowance under on the next side (left side if you are right handed, right 

side if you are left handed) smoothing the applique after you tuck the seam 

allowance under. Now take your needle and thread and give a tug up towards 

the 12 o'clock position, this should pull out the point to a nice sharp point 

(since you have taken an extra stitch in the point at the beginning, it 

shouldn't pucker up the applique). After pulling the thread towards twelve 

o'clock, take two stitches about two threads out into the background fabric 

(it is important to use a thread that matches your applique with this 

technique) taking these two stitches out into the background will give the 

illusion of fabric and give you a fantastic looking sharp point. I took the 

judging seminar at the Omaha NQA show this summer and Anita Shackelford 

commented that you only saw applique of the quality on my piece about once a 

day (she didn't know it was mine so I was really flattered) so this technique 

I feel really works for me.  If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Linda in GR   

Dear Janers,

I had replied to Snow's request for assistance with curved piecing and sharp 

points and she asked me to forward my instructions to the list, so here they 

are. In regards to the curved piecing pinning technique, I forgot to mention 

that once I had the pin next to the perpendicular pin in place, I removed the 

perpendicular pin, only one pin in a spot. I feel that it is very important 

to give credit where credit is due so I learned this technique from Bonnie 

Browning. Bonnie is an NQA Certified Judge and works as an editor for AQS and 

is the AQS show coordinator.

Hope these hints help you.

Linda Gabrielse

I know what you mean - It really takes SEEING someone else do it for ME to 

learn!  I had Cyndi Black at Busy Thimble show me how to do sharp points.  

She said to stitch right up to the point on ONE side of it, 9Such as on a 

melon) then, completely unfold the other side. Then tuck it back in using the 

length of your needle to fold it right tight up beside the part you just 

sewed.  Hold that down and tuck in anything else that is left over, then give 

your thread a little tug to make a nice point.

Hope this helps!!  :) Maggi in Maine

When tucking tight, you need to be holding the area that creates the

point with index finger underneath and thumb on top.  Your thumb and

finger are like a vice or iron or whatever it takes  to hold it firm.

You will make it.  You might treat yourself to one of my favorite books

by Elly Sienkievicz's Applique 12 Easy Ways.  It has great visuals and

written instructions for all kinds of applique.

Hugs and quilts, 

Linda in Pittsburg, Ks

     I really enjoyed reading all the wonderful tips which should help making 

those tricky DJ blocks.  I would like to add one for applique.  It can be 

used with templates or if you just draw the edge of the pattern and turn it 

under along the line.  Take a 1/2" paint brush and brush the edges with 

undiluted starch.  Press the edge.  You will end up with a sharp, flat edge 

that is very easy to applique.  I learned this from my applique teacher 

Caroline Darkow.  

Here are some web sites to check out, the first is

"The A Word" (applique) by Addy Harkavy from Pinetree Quiltworks.  Great info on applique.  The second is a listing of other things at the site.  Happy surfing!! 

http://www.quiltgallery.com/technique3.htm

http://www.quiltgallery.com/aindex.htm#Technique+

